O

APGDC

The Times of India, Hyderabad

Monday, December 14, 2015

Ground bmken for groundbres

. Mary {Turkamenis.
“tan): Vice-President Ha-

(mid-Ansari, Pakistan..

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif and theleadersaf
Turkmenistan and Af.

ghanistan on-’Sunday
.broke ground: here for-

the . $7.6billien 'TAPT

pipeline project, which -

will provide energy-
hungry Indiz gas for its
powerplants,
Ansariflewtothean:
clent city of Mary, 311
km from the capital Ash-
gabat, which was part of
the old Silk Route, to at-

VP Hamid Ansar; (1), Paldistan PM Nawaz Shanf Afghan

President Ashiraf Ghanl anid Turkmenistan President Guir-
banguly Berdimohamedoyv press the hutton to begin the
welding process of the TAPI Gas Pipelirie

tend the ground-break-
ing ceremony of the
1800kdlometrs TAPI gas

JPipeline in the presence
of Afghan President

Ashraf Ghani and Turk-
menistan President Gar-
banguly Rerdimuhame-
dow. They pushed a
buttonwhichstartedthe

weidmg process | of

Dipes. They later 51gned :

the pipe as'well as a doc-

1 . ument which wasput in

acapstle and placed un-
der the ground. At the
ceremony, held in the
Twimen desert, Berdi-
muhamedow said he

hoped the project gets
. -operational by Decem-

ber2019. Hesaid the pro-
ject proved that Turk-
menistan could carry
such a huge amount of
gas to places where it
was reguired,

The TAFI pipeline

will have a_capacity o
carry: 90 mﬁhon stan-
dard cubic fietres a day
(mmscmd) gas for a 30-
year period. India and
Palistan will get 38
mmsemd each, while
the remaining 14
mmsemd will be sup
plied to Afghanistan.
Ansari warned that
all stakeholders had to
work together to ensure
that “negative forces in-
imicat o the success of
the project” were ad-
dressed in an appropriate
manner ;




